
Helping California Crime Victims Since 1965 

The Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board 
is honored to be joining its partners throughout California 
to observe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, April 26 

through May 2, 2009. This annual event not only allows us to show our support 
for victims of crime, their families and survivors, but also to stand beside all victim 
service providers and recognize their work on behalf of victims of violent crimes.

This year, we are marking the 25th anniversary of the federal Victims of Crime 
Act. This historic step forward established the Crime Victims Fund to support 
local victim programs across the nation. California counts many firsts in victims’ 
rights and has inspired the national movement. 

Victims’ Rights Week is also an opportunity to recognize the program’s increasing 
assistance to victims. Compensation payments in California increased nearly 8 per-
cent to just over $81.2 million last fiscal year. The program received nearly 51,000 
applications, an increase of more than 6 percent over last year and also the third 
annual increase. The Restitution Fund received an average of $5.8 million monthly. 
This represents a 5 percent increase thanks to our restitution collection partner-
ships with state and county agencies. 

As the Board participates in the Victims’ March on the Capitol on April 29 and 
supports local ceremonies throughout Victims’ Rights Week, we rededicate our-
selves to serving the Board’s many stakeholders and customers. With the Board’s 
Strategic Plan as our guide, we are focused on continued progress. 

We recognize that tight budgets and lean economic times mean we all face the 
challenge of doing more with less. Our partnerships with allied agencies and local 
victim service providers are critical to meeting these challenges. To this end, the 
Board is excited to host a statewide summit for county Victim Witness Assistance 
Program directors on May 5th. The summit, scheduled just after Victims’ Rights 
Week, is a fitting way for us to carry the week’s positive spirit forward, roll up our 
sleeves and work together to maintain and enhance services for victims.





April is National Child Abuse Prevention 

Month.  The month focuses on raising 

awareness about child abuse and neglect 

and encouraging individu-

als and communities to 

support children and 

families.

To ensure the safety and 

welfare of children, Con-

gress passed the Child 

Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act (CAPTA) 

in 1974.  CAPTA has been 

amended over the years and has most 

recently been amended by the Keeping 

Children and Families Safe Act of 2003, 

but the purpose of the original legisla-

tion remains intact.

To ensure the safety and welfare of 

children, the United States 

Congress passed the Child 

Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act (CAPTA) 

in 1974.  CAPTA provides 

federal funding to states 

in support of prevention, 

assessment, investigation, 

prosecution, and treatment activities and 

also provides grants to public agencies and 

nonprofit organizations for demonstration 

programs and projects.

One such source of informa-

tion is on the Child Welfare 

Information Gateway website 

at http://www.childwelfare.gov/

preventing/preventionmonth/in-

volved.cfm.  Here you can find 

information on child abuse and 

neglect, including an 

overview, informa-

tion on defining and 

indentifying child 

abuse and neglect, 

prevalence, types 

of child abuse and 

neglect, how to pre-

vent and respond 

to child abuse and 

neglect, how to 

support and preserve families, and 

much, much more.  Also included 

are statistics on child abuse and 

neglect and a state statute search 

engine.



1-800-777-9229Victim Compensation Program

Crime Hurts Everybody  We Can Help.


